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PROGRAM NOTES 
 
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) ……..String Quartet in B-flat Major, Op. 130 
 Adagio ma non troppo; Allegro 
 Presto 
 Andante con moto ma non troppo 
 Alla danza tedesca: Allegro assai 
 Cavatina: Adagio molto espressivo 
 Grosse Fuge 
  
Beethoven wrote Op. 130, the third and last of his commissions from Prince Galitzin, 
between March and October of 1825. At the request of the Schuppanzigh Quartet, 
who found the last movement Grosse Fuge too difficult and with the encouragement 
of his publisher, Matthias Artaria, Beethoven replaced it with an easier Finale. 
Fortunately on this program we experience the monumental Grosse Fuge as the last 
movement of Op. 130 with the Finale omitted, in other words, in the original form that 
Beethoven intended. 
 
Giovanni Sollima (1962-) ….. Viaggio in Italia “I travel to Italy” 
 Mvt 1 Federico II 
 Mvt 6 La Ortolano 

Mvt 7 Borromini 
Mvt 10 La Tempesta 
Mvt 16 La Camera Bianca 

  
Viaggio in  Italia, is an imaginary  musical  journey among works of  art, places  and  
historical  figures  in  that  colourful  and  sometimes  violent country (Italy). Composed 
by Giovanni Sollima, all the pieces from Viaggio in Italia were published in 2000 and 
are part of a single project, even though they can be played as standalones.  
Conceived as a long Suite, Viaggio in Italia consists of works for quartet, for quintet 
with two cellos (one also with electronics), for cello solo (also with electronics), and 
with reciting/singing  voice. Viaggio in Italia was commissioned by the jeweler 
Giammaria Buccellati (to whom it is dedicated), a splendid human being and patron, 
who passed away in 2015 and who at the time was featured in an exposition at the 
Smithsonian  Museum in Washington D.C.  It  was  premièred  in 2000  at  New  York’s  
Carnegie  Hall  by  the composer and  the  Lark  String  Quartet.  


